Learner autonomy

Why was this item developed?

The long process towards learner autonomy is greatly facilitated by learner self-assessment, which holds a unique and irreplaceable position in it. Although the self-assessment concept in language teaching and learning has been the object of the Council of Europe’s attention and initiative for nearly three decades, it is still considered relatively new. The following activity should help the teachers who would like to acquire practical knowledge of learner self-assessment and learner autonomy. The activity is taken from The European Language Portfolio Guide for Teachers and Teacher Trainers (Little, D. & Perclová, R. ( 2001). Strasbourg: Council of Europe, Modern Language Division, p. 58).
What working methods does it entail?

Individual work followed by group discussion.

What does it seek to achieve?

An overview of helpful examples of the introduction of learner self-assessment into practice, learning from others and reflection on a specific approach that would suit the teacher’s needs.

Introducing self-assessment

Teachers who have successfully introduced self-assessment in their classes have usually done so gradually. Here are some of the steps they have taken. Put them into the order that would be most appropriate in your situation.

· The teacher discusses learning goals with the whole class

· Learners assess their work in pairs and the teacher gives her comments for purposes of comparison

· The teacher negotiates criteria for successful performance with the whole class

· Working in pairs, learners assess each other’s work without feedback from the teacher

· The teacher talks to learners individually about their progress

· Learners write individual reflections on how much and how well they have learned

· Learners set their own goals

· The teacher helps learners to see what they must do in order to succeed

· Learners write their self-assessment and the teacher adds her own written comments
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What other suggestions for activities do you have?

